An immunocompetent patient with primary Scedosporium apiospermum vertebral osteomyelitis.
Scedosporium apiospermum, the asexual anamorph of Pseudallescheria boydii, is a ubiquitous saprophytic fungus that usually causes cutaneous/subcutaneous infection but may manifest as an invasive disease, often in immunocompromised hosts. Following an extensive literature review, we think that this case represents the first documented report of a primary infection of the spine in an immunocompetent patient. Despite extensive surgical debridement and itraconazole therapy, the patient died of multisystem organ failure of unknown etiology. Our case and three previously reported cases of P. boydii vertebral osteomyelitis highlight the importance of obtaining repeat cultures in patients with culture-negative vertebral osteomyelitis who fail to adequately respond to empiric standard antibacterial and/or antimycobacterial therapy. Combined surgical debridement and antifungal therapy have been required for eradication of P. boydii spinal infections in two previously reported immunocompromised patients, although the optimal antifungal regimen for this infection has not been established.